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as he can repeat that system in himself: and they are
ready to maintain that that system is organic, that all
nature is but the environment of a world-community
of spirits, and that we are all members one of another
in so far as we are organs of it. But when we ask
what is behind these brave words, their meaning seems
to melt away from us, and that, whether we look to
the universe or to the individual soul. "As regards the
latter, acting by reason seems to be opposed to acting
by any particular passion, by any passion that points
to a special end or attaches us to an individual person;
but if, in order that reason may rule, all such impulses
tiave to be driven out, reason will rule in an empty
house. Hence it is not easy to answer the charge
brought against the Stoics that, after all, they were
merely ascetics; in other words, that their morality
not only begins with the mortification of the passions,
but ends there. They may not, and do not, intend
this result; for they are possessed with the idea of a
systematic ordering of the whole nature of man, which
is to be attained by this negation of the passions; but
in excluding under that name all particular desires
and affections as such, they have deprived themselves
of all the elements out of which such a system of life
might be constructed, and put the bare idea of system
in place of its actuality. It might, indeed, be
answered that they only break the links that bind
man to particular beings and things without him in